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countenancing sedition or was not doing its duty in

repressing it. Thus he writes in April 1912:

'You have read no doubt a lot about sedition in Baroda, and
my resolution as a general policy of suppressing it. It was thought
pressing by the Resident to express it, though many believed
that it was unnecessary to make so much noise about a single
case which had judicially failed for want of evidence and was

finally departmentally dealt with----The truth is that too much

is made out of events which were being dealt with in the
ordinary course of business and would probably have attracted
no attention at all had not some people gone out of their way
and attempted to stir up mud with motives difficult to fathom.
It is inconceivable for a State like Baroda to harbour sedition
in any form. It would be a suicidal policy to do so. The Resi-
dent and the administration had [in the absence of the Maha-
raja] ample powers to deal with any case arising and the
administration was dealing with them. Mr, Scddoa was a
thoughtful man and was doing all he could, ,, . "Give a dog
a bad name and hang it." This proverb was well illustrated
in nay opinion in the instance of Baroda.' *

Mr. Seddon was at the time the Dewan, He belonged to
the Bombay Civil Service, and had served in several
capacities in Baroda State. It was, indeed, a fortunate
chance that at this crisis the Maharaja had an Englishman
at the head of affairs whose loyalty was beyond dispute
by the most critical Mr. Seddon is the only Englishman
who has held the post of Dewan; had any Indian Dewan
been in office it might have been said that he looked
indifferently upon sedition. That, at any rate, could not
be said of one who was bound to be loyal by the traditions
of his race as well as by the terms of his service,
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